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Stop-to-School (GE) Busing
According to Chancellor's Regulation A-801, transportation eligibility for children who are not mandated for door-to-door transportation because of their IEP (Individualized Education Program), is determined on the basis of the student's grade level and the distance between the student's residence and school. The table below shows how student eligibility is determined. 

	 
	DISTANCE FROM RESIDENCE TO SCHOOL

	
	Less than ½ mile
A*
	½ mile or more, but less than 1 mile
B*
	1 mile or more but less than 1½ miles
C*
	1½ miles or more
D*

	GRADE 
LEVEL 
	K-2
	Not Eligible**  
	Eligible for Full Fare Transportation

	
	3-6
	Transportation  Not Provided
	 
	 
	 

	
	7-12
	
	Not Eligible**
	







For example, reading this table will show that:
· A first-grader who lives 3/4 of a mile from school is eligible for full fare transportation. 
· An eighth-grader who lives one mile from school is not eligible for full fare transportation.
* The A, B, C, and D designations are used by DOE computers to indicate these distance groups.
** Students in these categories are not eligible for full fare transportation. These students may receive a half fare student MetroCard good for use on buses only. These half fare MetroCards are provided as a courtesy by the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA).
	
 FULL FARE TRANSPORTATION



The green area in the chart represents students eligible for full fare transportation. Students who are eligible for full fare transportation can receive either yellow bus transportation or a full fare student MetroCard.

FULL FARE TRANSPORTATION—Yellow Bus Service
Yellow bus service is provided from designated stops at designated times to and from schools receiving this service. In order for a student to receive yellow bus service, all of the following criteria must be met: 
1. The student must be eligible for full fare transportation as shown in the chart above. 
2. The student's school must have yellow bus service. 
3. The student must be in grades K-6. 
4. The student's residence must be in the same district as the school (if attending a public school) or the same borough (if attending a charter or non-public school).*** 
5. The bus route must have at least eleven students. 
6. The bus must travel on a route that travels no more than five miles from its first stop, through all of the stops on the route, to the schools.
If all of the above criteria are met, students may request yellow bus service at their school. Eligible students may be assigned to a bus stop by the school if a stop exists or can be created within their grade and distance eligibility. Students must use the same stop both in the morning and the afternoon.

***Admission to a gifted and talented program or school does not guarantee a student yellow bus transportation. Eligibility for yellow bus transportation for general education students attending gifted and talented schools and programs is based on the same criteria that apply to public school general education students as indicated above. Students attending one of the citywide gifted and talented schools are eligible for busing if they live in the same borough and the route, as measured by bus stops, is no longer than five miles.

FULL FARE TRANSPORTATION—MetroCard
Any student who is eligible for full fare transportation may be issued a full fare student MetroCard if that student requests a card or if yellow bus transportation is not available for that student. MetroCards are typically used by students in grade 7 and above (none of whom can receive yellow busing) and by students for whom yellow bus service is not available because, for example, the school does not have bus service, or there are not enough students for a route, or because the student lives beyond five miles. Student MetroCards are issued by the school transportation office.
	HALF FARE TRANSPORTATION



The blue area in the chart represents students who are not eligible for full fare transportation (either yellow bus or full fare MetroCard) but may receive a half fare student MetroCard.

HALF FARE TRANSPORTATION
Students not eligible for full fare transportation may be issued a half fare student MetroCard by the office in their school that distributes MetroCards. Half fare MetroCards are provided as a courtesy by the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) and are good for use on buses only.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:
How are the residence/school distances determined? 
Residence/school distances are determined by OPT using the shortest walking route. The shortest walking route is determined by distance measurements on the official city map maintained by the New York City Department of City Planning. Driving distance and measurements provided by computer programs other than that provided to OPT by City Planning are not used to calculate student eligibility.

What if my child is assigned to a stop I find unsuitable? 
If you find the stop to which your child is assigned is unsuitable, work with your school to select a different stop from those available to the school once service has been established. OPT does not assign stops to students, only schools do.

What if I find none of the stops available to my child's school is suitable? 
If you find none of the stops available to your child's school suitable, your child's school may request that a new stop be created. Only schools may request the creation of new stops. New stops will be granted only if they can be created using existing guidelines. 

How can I access my child’s bus information?
You can find your child’s bus information online at the OPT website: www.optnyc.org.  You will need to have your child’s student ID (OSIS)#.  Under the useful links tab, click the link which says “School Bus Stop Ahead”



Useful Links 

[image: service_icon_find_stop]
FIND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 

You will be taken to this screen:
Basic Student Transportation Search 

	Basic Student information search  |  Advanced Search  | OPT Web Site 
		[image: https://www.opt-osfns.org/opt/Resources/SchoolRouteStSearch/Images/help_icon.gif]






		

	SEARCH OPTIONS:     Please select from the following search criteria. 




	

		STUDENT TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION:       

	

		ENTER STUDENT ID/OSIS:
[You can find this number on your child’s report card]
	   [image: https://www.opt-osfns.org/opt/Resources/SchoolRouteStSearch/Images/error.gif]Invalid StudentId! 

		Enter Student's Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
For example: 05/26/2001
	  Invalid Date!      




	SELECT EDUCATION TYPE:
	

	
	

	
	








Enter your child’s information and click submit.  If you do not have access to the internet, you can use OPT’s automated telephone system at (718)392-8855.  Please make sure have your child’s ID number ready when you call. 
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